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Guidance for Facilitators

The Self-Directed proposal template is editable and therefore can be changed to suit learning needs and project duration. This template is based on a Self-Directed Project lasting 7 – 8 weeks. This could be shortened; some Insight Out Learning material may not be used in its entirety.

The table below that has been supplied should be edited to suit the likely delivery of Insight Out Learning material and the duration of the Self-Directed Project. It is an example that could be used.
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Preparation for Honours Study Year 3  - Brief

You are required to produce a personal proposal for self-directed study. This period should prepare you for the rigours of Honours study and allow you to identify strengths and areas of growing interest. This body of work should begin to indicate the future direction of your work. It will be necessary to comment on your working methods, processes and technologies, and the context / market / audience in which you see your work placed. This information will be vitally important.

During this period of self-directed activity there will be learning opportunities embedded into to your project that focus on business awareness and planning strategies. Your developing idea / product will become the focus for these enterprise sessions.

The Personal Proposal

The following questions will provide a structure to base your proposal of work around.




















STRUCTURE OF WORK


Please indicate how you intent to achieve in your goals the given time period. 


Using the Future History tool may help in organising your thoughts visually.
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CONTEXT / MARKET / AUDIENCE.


Identify the market that your product will be aimed at.


It would be important for you to identify other products that sit within the same market niche. This enables you to understand and contextualise ‘the market’ and how your ‘product’ could be realised and promoted within this arena.





PRODUCTION / DEVELOPMENT CONSIDERATIONS:


Identify how you see your project being developed. 


Concepts may move through various stages and be influenced by personal design methodologies and visual languages; they will also develop through the use of technical processes and appropriate technologies? This will obviously include technologies/processes available within university but also may include investigation of manufacturing technologies that may be out sourced.
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THE BRIEF


Identify the nature of your proposal - the brief you are setting yourself.


This may raise questions / pose problems that you want to explore. Equally at this stage the proposal could be ‘loosely’ constructed to allow for variance once the research has been fully explored.





RESEARCH


Identify where your key research interests lie.


What would your work based around/on/about? What will you be looking into? Would it be theme based / issue or would it seek to solve a problem etc? What would you explore and draw from in order to develop innovative and original ‘products’ and concepts.


Market awareness could influence your responses in this section.








Self-Directed Proposal Template


Study Project: Design





IDENTIFYING MOTIVATIONS FOR WORK


Identify where you feel your strengths and interests lie. 


Please reference where your key design skills lie; e.g. research (visual/contextual/process), concept generation, technical / manufacturing processes, market awareness, organisational skills, project completion skills etc. You may wish to identify where skills need developing further.
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WEEK		INSIGHT OUT SESSION		 AIMS OF WEEK





1		Motives & Values			Research / Ideas





Research / Ideas





3		Future History			Research & Development


						Production Investigation





4						Research & Development


						Production Investigation





5		RISKIT				Development / Testing





Development / Testing





7		Business Blueprinting		Resolving Ideas / Production





8						Production





9		Reflection
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